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5. Internationales Poesiefestival al-Mutanabbi
22.-25. April 05 Z;rich und Bern

Poesie und Musik
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Lesungen: Fr, Sa, So 20 Uhr
Diskussion zum Thema: Sa 12 Uhr
Kulturmarkt aRatso
Aemtlerstrasse 23

8003 Z/rich

Lesung: Mo 20 Uhr

Kulturhallen Dampfzentrale
Zentrum f¢r zeitgen©ssische Kultur
Marzilistrasse 47 3005 Bern
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Veranstalter:

Schweizerisch-Arabisches Kultur-

zentrum / Galerie der Erde
Letzigraben 49, 8003 Z;rich
Tel.: ++41 44 401 12 91

Fax: ++ 41 44 401 12 95
erded4uns@hotmail.com
www.sakz.ch
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Der Weg zu al-Mutanabbi
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The Way to al-Mutanabbi

Abu at-Tayyib Ahmed Ibn al-Husain al-Mutanabbi is considered as the greatest poet
of the Arab world. Everybody knows him. His importance in the history of literature is
comparable to that of Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, Miguel de Cervantes or William
Shakespeare in Europe. For centuries al-Mutanabbiis aDiwano was the only book to
be found in many houses beside the Koran.

Al-Mutanabbi was born in Kufah, Iraq, in 915. He came from a poor family: his father
was a water vendor. For some time he lived in the desert. He claimed to be a prophet,
which explains the name of al-Mutanabbi, but he is said later to have retracted this
assertion. From 948 on he lived at the court of the Syrian prince Sayf al-Dawla whose
friend he was and to whom he dedicated many hymns of praise. In later years he lived
in Egypt. He died in Numaniya near Babylon in 965.

Al-Mutanabbi is regarded not only as a poet, but also as a wise man. His distinguishing
features are great foresight, deep insight into the nature of man and the Arab soul,
and a radical attitude towards power and in favour of freedom for all men. Although
invited by all the rulers of his day, he stayed as a guest at only four courts. Until
today he is, beyond the borders of countries, an icon and a symbol of the Arab world,
held in high regard as a poet who treated kings and princes as equals. In his texts
he praises himself as well as the kings and princes he visited. He extolled poets and
their art as creators of realms like those of the kings.

Today you can still hear children in the streets of Bagdad, Cairo and Damascus ask
dAre you al-Mutanabbi?0 when somebody uses elevated language.

In 2000 the International Poetry Festival was founded by the Swiss-Arab Cultural
Centre in Zurich and given the name of the great Arab poet al-Mutanabbi. So far it
has gathered, in multilingual Switzerland, nearly 150 poets and artists from more
than 40 countries. Today it is the only international poetry festival in Europe that
gives an insight into the variety and liveliness of Arab poetry and culture and furthers
the creative and necessary exchange with the cultures and literatures of German-
speaking, European and other countries.

Swiss-Arab Cultural Centre
Mesopotamian Cultural Institute in Baghdad

Prospektl

The Swiss-Arab Cultural Centre is an cultural institution and a charity, intent on
promoting the transcultural dialogue between intellectuals of different civilizations
and on cultural exchange. The institution endeavours to realize its aims by events
centred around poetry, prose, criticism and ideas, by exhibitions of contemporary art,
concerts and performances.It publishes, or supports the publication of, books and
reviews about art and culture or of general interest. Scientists are to be encouraged
in their studies or research about Arab culture and civilization. Circles and courses
about various cultural themes are offered regularly. The institution does not pursue
political aims nor any commercial or pnancial interests. The Swiss-Arab Cultural
Centre is a non-propt institution supported by Arab and Swiss poets, writers, artists,
intellectuals and organizations for the promotion of culture. It has its headquarters
in Zurich and is entitled to open branches and to initiate cultural activities in other
Swiss towns.
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In September 2003 the Mesopotamian Cultural Institute in Bagdad was founded on
the initiative of the Swiss Arab Cultural Centre in Zurich to help Iraqgi artists and
intellectuals to revive the free and varied cultural climate of the 70s and to promote
a fertile analysis of, and debate about, the global culture of our days. Beside the
regular organization of readings, discussions, exhibitions and concerts, the Cultural
Centre is committed to the restitution of stolen books and works of art in Iraq.
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Die Festivalfamilie

Festivaldirektor: Ali al-Shalah

Hauptgruppe: Ursula Bachman, Tobias Burghardt, Dr. Fares Hasin,
Hans Ruprecht

Mitglieder: Ali Daker, Imad al-Faham, Satar as-Saadi, Usama al-

Shahmani, Ali Mazyad, Leith al-Azraq, Ali Toffan,
Watheq Al-Ameri

Schauspielerinnen: Paul Dorn, Anna Karger, Tahani Salim

1 bersetzungen: Tobias Burghardt, Juana Burghardt, R¢ diger Fischer,
Ali al-Shalah, Said Mohammed, Soad Danche, Mommad
Bennis, Tarek Al-Tayeb

Gestaltung: Ursula Bachman

Speziellen Dank an: Chudi B¢ rgi, Angela Schader, llma Rakusa, Sylviane
Dupuis, Regina Vogel, Kaml Hassen, Amir al-Assidi,
Salah al-Dolp, Nabil al-Kazum, Salam al-Zuheiri, Jasim
al-Temimi, Bakr al-Ismaili, Hamoudi al-Ubeidi, Daniel
Reichenbach

Speziellen Dank gebg¢ hrt auch allen Helferinnen und Helfern, die w2&hrend der
Vorbereitungszeit und w2hrend des Festivals mitgeholfen haben und ohne die
dieses Festival nicht zustande gekommen w2re.
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